
 

Open invitation to a Seminar 

Wednesday, 8 October 2014, 1.00 - 2.00 pm in MSB1.01, Waikato Management School 
 

Professor David Bloom 

Clarence James Gamble Professor of Economics and Demography in the 
Department of Global Health and Population, Harvard School of Public Health 

 
 

Professor David Bloom is visiting the University of Waikato over the month of October as the recipient of the inaugural University of Waikato 

Distinguished Visitor Scholarship funding and we are delighted to be able to invite you to this seminar presentation and discussion. 

Professor Bloom will be talking about his research on the economic burden of non-communicable diseases.  As policy-makers search for ways to reduce poverty and income inequality, 

and to achieve sustainable income growth, they are being encouraged to focus on an emerging challenge to health, well-being and development: non-communicable diseases (NCDs) – 

chiefly cardiovascular diseases, cancers, chronic respiratory diseases and diabetes.    Professor Bloom will also be talking about his research into the macroeconomic implications of 

population aging, something extremely relevant to New Zealand and the world population over the coming years. 

 Bio:   Throughout his career, Bloom has taught university courses at both the graduate and undergraduate levels. Primary areas of focus have included labour and development economics, global health and demographics, and statistics 

and econometrics.  In July 1982, he joined the staff of Harvard University, Department of Economics, where he served as an Assistant Professor of Economics through to June 1985 and in July of that year Bloom began working as a 

Professor of Economics at Columbia University, Department of Economics where he remained through to the end of the 1996 academic year, serving as Chair of the Department 1990-1993.    In July 1995, Bloom began serving as the 

Acting Executive Director of the Harvard Institute for International Development and in July 1996, he served as the Deputy Director, while simultaneously serving as the Director of the Education and Social Development Group, remaining 

in that role through to June 1999.  At the end of the 1996 academic year Professor Bloom joined the staff of Harvard School of Public Health, where he served as  the Professor of Population and Health Economics for three years, before 

being named the Clarence James Gamble Professor of Economics and Demography, where he has remained since June 1999.   He is the Chair of Harvard's Department of Global Health and Population, and director of the Program on the 

Global Demography of Aging. He is also a Faculty Research Associate of the National Bureau of Economic Research, where he participates in the programs on labour studies, health economics, and aging. 

Research Interests and Consulting:   Bloom's primary areas of research include labour economics, health, demography, and the environment.  He has written numerous articles, reports, and books presenting comparative 
studies between health status and economic growth, along with the effects of population change on economic development.   He has also researched and presented the factors that determine wages, fringe benefits, and total family 
income.   Professor Bloom has provided consulting services to several national and international organizations, including the World Bank, the World Health Organization, the United Nations Development Programme, the International 
Labor  Organization, the National Academy of Sciences, and the Asian Development Bank.  
 

For further information please refer to Professor Bloom’s pages on the Harvard webpage :   http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/david-bloom/ 
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