
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Challenge Rules 
  



#fun&fairplay@SDS@GIEC2018 

SDS@GIEC2018 aims to provide a fun learning experience for its participants. In order for the case 

competition to be successful, a set of rules and regulations must be adhered to by all teams and 

their advisors. Fair play is an essential criterion in the case competition. All participants are expected 

to treat each other with respect. If the rules are unclear, then please consult the Director of 

SDS@GIEC2018, Dr Stephen Bowden, or his highly decorated assistant, the right honourable Dr John 

Guthrie, MNZM. One point would be that John’s title gives him the power to have people executed 

in New Zealand so do be careful what you ask. 

At the start of the case competition an Appeals Committee will be installed which will consist of 

representatives from the teams’ advisors. It will support the Directors when necessary. Any doubts 

or disputes that may arise will ultimately be decided by the SDS@GIEC2018 Director and his AD. The 

Directors have supreme authority regarding all regulatory issues in the competition. 

Eligibility 

1. The competition is open to students currently studying at undergraduate level and who have 

not graduated with this degree. Participants cannot have started nor completed a Master’s 

degree in any field. 

2. Students must be aged 25 or less as at 26th August 2018. 

Case competition structure 

1. The competition consists of 12 teams which are divided into four divisions. Divisions are run 

in parallel to each other. Teams will be placed in a division prior to the beginning of case 1. A 

semi-random draw will take place at the opening ceremony that will determine which team 

is in which stream. The non-random nature is that we split people by geography as much as 

possible – so no division will have all New Zealand teams or both Australian or Canadian 

teams. A second draw will determine the order of presentation for Case 1.  

2. There are 3 competition cases: two 5 hour preparation cases on Monday 27th August and 

Wednesday 29th August, and one 12 hour preparation case on Thursday 30th August with 

presentations on Friday 31st August.  

3. Case 1 and 2 count for 25% of the competition points. Case 3 counts for 50% of the 

competition points.  

4. DRAFT POINTS TABLE 
 

R1 R2 R3 

1 15 15 30 

2 10 10 20 

3 5 5 10 

5. Scores for each team from each case will be added together to determine the finalists after 

competition case 3. 



6. The team with the highest scores from each division will be invited to re-present 

competition case 3 in the final. In the event of a tie the team with the highest ranking from 

competition case 3 will proceed to the final. 

7. THE CASES: the cases will be based on New Zealand companies and organisations. Every 

attempt is made to ensure that the scenario does not give New Zealand teams an unfair 

advantage.  

Case preparation 

1. In order for all teams to have exactly the same amount of time to prepare the cases, the 

start time for case preparation will be staggered for cases 1 and 2. The time that teams 

receive cases (and hence the order of presentation), is shown in the competition booklet.  

2. Presentation slides for cases 1 and 3 will be collected by SDS@GIEC2018 staff from the 

preparation apartment at the exact time shown on the schedule. Teams MUST have named 

their presentation file with the team name they have been given: (e.g. 2014 TeamA1.ppt). 

Teams MUST also save their presentation on the hard drive of their computer before the 

presentation is downloaded by the SDS@GIEC2018 staff.  

3. Teams will be taken by vehicles across from the Oceanside resort to their presentation room 

at businesses in the Tauranga CBD. Teams will be collected by SDS@GIEC2018 staff from 

their rooms prior to transportation. 

Material allowed 

1. Teams are allowed to take additional material into the preparation apartment. 

2. Power point templates & images can be loaded on to laptops prior to the first case. 

3. It is the intention that all teams will be supplied with internet during the competition on a 

completely fair basis using Wifi supplied by SDS@GIEC2018. Mobile phones must be handed 

in to competition representatives before each case preparation begins. 

4. Teams will be provided with stationery and flip charts. 

Presentation 

1. All presentations must be made in English. Teams are able to use Microsoft PowerPoint for 

their presentations of Case 2 and 3. PowerPoint files will be loaded on to a computer in the 

presentation room. For Case 1, teams will develop an A3 size ‘placemat’ that they use as the 

basis of discussion with judges. 

2. For competition cases 2 and 3 presentations, teams have 10 minutes to present their case, 

and 10 minutes to answer questions. Signs for three (3) minutes and one (1) minute 

remaining will be shown to the presenting team. For Case 1, each team has up to 20 minutes 

with the judges. The first five minutes of the presentation is reserved for the teams to talk 

through their strategy without judges interrupting. After the first five minutes have elapsed, 

judges will be notified that they can ask questions. For Case 1 teams are expected to sit 

around a board room table and discuss their strategy. For Cases 2 and 3 teams are expected 

to present standing at the front of the room. 

3. Teams must not reveal their university name during their presentation but instead must use 

the name allocated by SDS@GIEC2018 or some fictitious name. 



4. Teams are not able to watch other teams present during the preliminary rounds. For the 

finals finalists are allowed to see the presentations of the teams that present after their 

team has presented. 

5. The four finalists will re-present their case 3 (no slide modification). 

6. The scores obtained in the 3 preliminary case rounds will not count in the scoring in the 

final. The jury in the finals will only evaluate the presentations in the finals. The order of 

presentation in the final will be determined by random draw.  

7. Faculty Advisors are allowed to attend the presentation of any teams in the preliminary 

rounds, and all the presentations in the final round. Faculty advisors are NOT allowed to 

communicate with their team on Friday until after the announcement of finalists has been 

made if their team is not a finalist, or after the finals if their team is in the finals. 

8. All materials produced during the GIEC2018 are the rightful property of the New Zealand 

Student Development Society and the University of Waikato. This includes recordings, slides 

etc. These will be distributed at a later stage to Faculty Advisors and/or a wider public. 

Therefore, no cameras of any sort will be allowed during the presentations. 

9. Any violation of the rules above will result in the disqualification of the team. A 

disqualification can be appealed but the final decision to disqualify a team is the 

responsibility of the SDS@GIEC2018 Directors. 

Technology 

1. Teams are allowed to have up to 4 computers in the preparation room. In the first instance 

we ask teams to supply their own laptops. If this is a problem please advise the 

SDS@GIEC2018 Director as soon as possible. Teams should note that the computers that will 

be used in all presentations will be PC’s. All teams will be provided with two USBs for use in 

the preparation room. 

The fine print: Faculty advisors, coaches and SDS@GIEC2018 staff will meet on Sunday 26th August 

to review the rules for the competition. The SDS@GIEC2018 Director reserves the right to change 

rules as a result of that meeting. 


